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“Amevican ldole” [ollows Beetle, an aevage pevson aH’cmP%ing Yo veconned with theiv child-
hood best [viend, POsy, Posy is now Jery [amous, and in a world wheve those vich and (a-

movus enough can become deiﬁ%cs called “idols,” wi|| soon be ascending {o that level. At Posy's
ascension Pavﬁ* Beetle soon learns that Unfo\r{'unaj(cltj“ J(hcgr weve not indited as a 5«)@9%, but

a5 a sacvifice.




i

Many, O(»\ mg\inéﬁrﬂ{‘ioné combined
hovvor and comedﬂ* which is my_ (\a— THE BR00p
\}o\ri{'c ‘H’)inﬁ ‘k’o do since ‘Hne e so
wc” ‘\’oge‘\’he\r. A lo‘\’ o(v\ 9il(ua ons n
hovvor ntﬂ'urﬂ”gﬁ lend themselves to
humov, and a |ot o(»\ humov is devived
(vom scenavios that would be J(erri(\g;
ing o live through. | hate having to talk
‘\’o cis FeoPle who ‘Hnink ‘Hr)c‘,gﬂ know whal(
Jrhcgﬁre Jmlking about but ave acl(uallg_ be-
ing sl(u\:id as hell. 'd much vather gcl( to
hang out in a fesh chuvch.

Be |

Mlpg s

"Sixes" as secvet cjene{icalu engineered celebvi-

Hties. Good stull

R ivation was disappointment and anaev

9 el e 5)
\ Howards celebrities whom | had grown to think

N 1of as cjood FCOPIC who then torned avound and
-suPPo\rJred immoval cavses, and the argumenj(s
lamong (ans that said celebrities had no choice lest
_Jrhc% have (ewer op ovtunities in the indus{'\rg‘. |
beaan to think about how much one sacrifices [or
power and (ame, and the excuses someone would
make to ldncmsel(\ about theiv coMFliancc to 5real(

edi|.

e T
And H

i Di;.—' ' D!ELL;CZ— - was dlso insPi\red by. Tlow My Tears, the Po-
{: I el iceman <aid,” blj:PhiliP Y. Dick, and the conceP{' o(\




ARIDL STAIEYENT

My (\lm is a mixed media animation incoq;orajrin Yraditionally_animated 2D and sl(o‘;—moj(ion
elements. It (ollows the P\ro‘l(agonis‘\' at a Pa\rl(% ov theiv es nngcd childhood best {riend
who is now (amous and is aSccnding ‘o 606“0006{. Celebrities/ 50&9 and other featuves as-
sociated with them ave \rcF\rescnl(cd by Bavbies and 9‘\'o‘>—mo‘\'ion, while the novmal charaders
and wovld ave 2D animated. | wanted to exPlorc the wag;\'he vich and (amous ave wovshipped
and |Ne in a wov|d comPleJrcl& ditevent from that of aevaoe COPlC, and the leng'Hns PCOPlC
wi” 9o {'o achieve J(ha{' level o€ famc and power. How much su&cring ave you wi”ing '\'o lanove,
ov elen inﬁi& %ourscl(\ i(\ ij( Means You can vemain in your Posi'hon o(»\ weaH‘h and Pvidacge?
At what Poinjr of 9c‘>mm{'in5 %ourscl(-\ from the vest of humanil(gn do you lose what makes
you human




ARACIER Dealt

| was inj(enJ(ionalu basing Beetle's outhit off ofJay in Yoy and Silent Bob Avike
Back” (beanie, open collaved 9hi\r{’ ovevr ‘T—shi\r{'), and unin{'enj(iona”g”basing Pa\fl\'s og
theiv design ofl' of <ilent Bob (longish davk haiv, (at, green), which | vealized |ater
when Jm\aing sereenshots of the (lm Yo show the thesis cevver how theiv outhit
was based off o(»\Jag{e. | wanted Beelle to have a casua| slackev vibe but not ’lusjt be in
a T~9hi\rj(, and | had Na{'ched a bunch OQ Yelin QMIJ(h Mmovies YCcen‘Hg:




Beelle dc\}elo‘;men{'



Yoo de\}cloPmenjr. | knew | wanted
hev to wear ovevd|ls, but s'\'\j_lish,
>‘\'o show how hev lodc o? avden-
ina had been co—o‘)‘\'@d andq(urncd
| in?'o 9omel(hin3 mavketable and
sexy, This doesnt come across
‘\'ha{' much since | c«.r\' '\'he scenes
with them as childven.



Tinal dcsigns./ E)Q:cp{' not \rcatllljr becavse
Posy doesn't wear that belt. That was
too much wovk.

' Childhood desions that did not make it
‘ in‘\'o Jrhc C\nﬂl (—ﬁm C




men‘\'s and Puﬂxzj(s My, bodgh in shorj( sPuvj(s and | haie to 5& ou‘\' J(he ldeas any. wag‘l

can/

| lo{' down notes and peop out thumbnails and then make sense of them later. Heve ave

some ok Cthose peops.













AN

originall%l was gonna animate al| the 2D Fmrl(s ‘\’Vﬂdi‘honﬂ”ﬂ,‘ but ctuicklu} vealized that would
Yake wayyyy. Yoo long. | stavted out animal(ing in TVPaint, and then also animated a (aiv
amount in Toon Boom {—kmrmong” since | was J(a\aing a class on it and | learned theve was
an avto-boil feature with the “animate Fer\cil Yextore” node. | also learned how Yo use the
Y~sheet o make a liF sync vig in l—\-a\rmor\% and how Yo use the “custom toolsel” (en-
Yore in TVPaint to do a similar J(hing.

B_pupil mouth
Toon Boom l—kﬂrmon}
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| | Lip sync vig made on TVPaint

EeY |
ohor FV
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Placeholdev bac\u‘»)\round
made out of shapes in

Altev{Tects.
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Lelt: Wovld's worst 9ej(u{>

Below: other 9{&)@
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7 FUIN FAdk

Jonas, how can | make my_ own Iega”gﬁ distinct non-Bavbie PuPPe'\' with unsc'H‘ling face
\rcPlaccman(s out of a Bavbie?” | hear you say, Luckily. for you, deavr veader, this is the
atuesl(ion | am asked the most in my day-te-day life, so | have preaved a sinq?le guide.

STEP | Aquive a bavbie with (Ul av-
Yeulation. This can be a Made—to-Move
model, but the pre-2ole veboot Fash-
ionistas bodies also wovk, and have
less no{'icablc 'loir\‘\'é.

| Step 2 wiPE THER FACES. This
& 5o Yyou dor\'{' 66{' n {'Youble wij(")
N\aH‘c” Qor Usin ‘ani\r mr{’ n your
Mmovie. You dong have ‘\'o do ‘Hnié, bu“'
it can be @M. Use looZ acetone Qo\r
this, ov nail Polish vemover if its al|
ou have access to. | learned a |ot
- E\;om do” cus‘\'omiiing %ou%ubc.

T s \A V77




STEP 2: Make a mold of your Bavbie’s (oce.
Do this befove you ve-dvaw the {ace, obvious-
lg; Ac*un”% don't vedvaw the {ace until | tel| you.
Theve's sJ(cPs o this.

Just take some écuchgh youNe been kneading and
vess it onto the {ace of your dol| hard enough
ihaj( ﬂ' '\'alccs a 5ood P\rin'l(, and ‘H'nen ca\rc(-\ullgﬂ mMa-
newer the clay off of the doll. This fakes |on-
gev than you'd think, since it's Jevy, casljf(o not
press down hard encuah, and even easiev to [Uck
up the cla% when you've %aking it o) The nose
Fxrobabl«jr won't be as lon@ as it's suFPosed Yo be
N Your mold, and J(his iz [ine. Cjou can [ix i{' la{‘cr.

Once you've haﬂ:gﬂwi%h Youv mold, bake it ac-
co\rdini‘\'o 'an di\rec{’ions on youv Package o(-\

i‘\' cool bc(—\o\re you vse i{' oV Yyou Wi”

cla% Ee
buvn Yyour Gn@ics.

=TEP & Cut off the dol's [ace and L] theiv CMP‘\‘Q‘
head with with epoX and magncjrs.’PoP ol the head

of your dol| Ceave the nCC\LGECg/), then cavefully vee

an exacto blade and cavve off the (ace of your dol|

 lavound the edoges. Once you've done, avvange your

Mini magnc%s so You know which Pole i which and
begin Q”ing up the cm\ﬁ% head of the dol| co theiv
(ace has a emooth surlace fo be up against. Befove

the epory.can set, Push in the Mini magnets, then Pu% a

litHe move epory. over them to kccP hem secuve.

Wait {or the ePong(o folly. set, and then Pain{' oler
the grey epory with gesso, then Pain{' that matches
the skin tone as close as it can. This is so the grey.

doesn’t Pcc\c out from undev the [aces.



STED = Use a dremme] in the neck hole of the head o make suve there's enough
space (ov the Plasj(ic Pey to 9o back into it. | don't have a Phoj(o (ov this but Yo not
havd. \Weav sa(\cj(% 5|asses and a mask so you dont 5ejr bits of epory. dust in your

eyes ov IUngs.

STEP o Take your écuch% and press
it inte the (ace mold as havd as you can
without making it im‘;ossiblc to vemone.
Once you'Ve removed it (i any_ev-
vors with your sculPJ(ing Yools, and then
chanae the expression and mouth shape
to what you want it 1o be while stil|
mainjminimj the molded Pmrj(s. | stole this
methed (rom a (m Jil| did |ast yeav.

once you've happy. with the (ace, ve-
move as much excess clay as you can
(.\\rom the back while 9‘\'1” \ﬁce‘)ing 6nou5h
so that it bakes in a Posijrion that won't
(.\uck it up. Lewle some excess cla«jﬂ on
the sides and JYOP fov veasons | wil| ex-
Flﬂin latev. Then bake according Yo the
clag;s Packa e instructions. RcPcaJr ontil
you have al?l(hc expressions and mouth
9hcq>cs you want.

Pmr{'s. Make suve the (ace is thick enough in the back {ov it to lie somewhat flat on the
head without Ioo\aing Yoo weivd. Take breaks to |ine up the (ace to the head and check
agair\sl( the (ace you cut off as well. You don’t want to make the {ace Yoo smal| and have it

not cover the whole head.

his is wheve the excess clay. on the sides comes in. The exact shape of the head has
changed 9li5h'\'l& now that it is (Ul] of epory, 5o you can use the excess to cover up move
of the (ace. Make mavks in Pencil to hclP you match move c%ac‘l(lg;



STEP 8 CﬂYC(r\U”g“ suFe\rgluc the mini magncj(s Yo the back of the (aces Gneludin
the one you cut o). Make suve the P0l69 line up correcHg» with the magne'\'s in ?he
head. Mavking the sides with a Painj( mavkev and J(csj(ing which ones connedt to the
head i< a good sl(mjregg& i gej(s havder to attach the magnej(s as you 5lue move
of them on, becavse J(hc% want to connedt to the ones al\reqdﬂﬁ 5lucd onto the face.
Be vevy, cavefu| and wear gloves so you dont 5(-:1( suPcrgluc on your hands/ s
also helP(:‘ul Yo have a too hpick ov Yool Yo keep the maanets in Place while the glue
dvies, so l(hcgn don't lomp onto the other magne{' and 53( 5lucd {'ogej(he\r.

STEP a Paint your {aces
with a layev of gesso. Once
that's dvy, Fain{' them aaain
with Painj( that matches ?he
do||'s skin tone as closely.as
Fossible. ov not as closelg”
as possible i you're going
for 9ome{'hing weivd and

oL putting,

| < TEP o QP\mlj;\'hc blank {aces
(ir\cluding 'H]C one you cu*' o(:(:/) \l\\il(h
My. Super Clear ov some oth-

' ev matte [inish and wait {ov them
to dvy, | used Movgan's My. Super

- Clear becavse she had some that
she wasn't Using, Wait fov the (inish
{ | to dry Ghis ma«jpjmkc longe\r than
ﬂpu'd hink). Also be suve '{'o weav
a mask and use a [Ume extvactor
while spraying the Linish! Actually.yeu
should have been doing that (-\or Hne
- CPO%'Q‘ and \'he ace‘\'anc ‘\'oo.

| don't have a Pho‘\'o of the spva ed
blank {aces co this ic the {aces with
(eatures on them. Pretend those ave

not P\rcsenl(.



<R | <kelch on the {aces with
coloved Pcﬂcil, then Pain{' them on
with acwjlic Pain‘\' mavkevrs ov a :
'l(ir\ ainﬂyruﬁ»h. Do 'l(his {'o 'l(hc ot B -
(% gace as well, as it is your nev-

Yo expression. ’W%Jro make the
(eatures match, then let them dvy,

o

STEP |2 Spray. al| the (aces with

M. Supev Cleavr aoain. Look at
the imaoe [or 91(6? W 1wl look
ke tha .‘T\rgﬂ'o 5@{' 5ood covev-
age and as few bubbles as possible,

then let dvy,

<TEP 12: Dril| a hole in ‘an back OCH)C
c{o”'é bodg\‘\'ha‘\' =3 closc “'o ‘an size o(\
youv brass meta| fubina. Ynead some
C‘)o)(g‘ and s‘hc\i i{' in{'o he end o(\ J(‘hc
‘\'ubing, then Pus\n the {'ubing into the
hole until the end is all the way. againsjr
the inside of the doll's stomach. Use
Move epot Yo sea the vest of the
hole ‘\’o Co Cﬂj’hc connec{’ion. Now J(‘he
dol|| can be used with a vig/




Once you connect the head to the bedy, you've done! You can dril| holes
in the feet i you want, but | was |azy_and 'lusl( {'ach J(hetl‘cej( Yo the avround.

ou may_have to choP oll come o%{'he neck Pey (ov the head to [t onto
:1, bu‘\' {'his Shouldn'{' a@ec\' modcmer\‘\i

| also made clothes (ov come of the PUPPC‘\'S and ve-vooted one of theiv
heads. \Q you've 5°i”3 {'o \rc\roo{' you should do ‘H'm{' bcCo\rc you cu{' o(-r
the {ace and (|| the head with epory,




QUPPlies list that ) Corgo{- Yo include eavliev:

-~ Do” Ni‘H’i Qu” mr{'iculn{’ion
- Acetane

o G?—J(iPs Cor the Acetane)
- §cul e

- Ac\rjicﬂ‘;ainl(

- gesso

- Zpory () vsed teeletick)
= QUPerﬁlue

- Mv. QuPe\r Clemr

- Mini magne{‘é

- Bvass J(ubim}

7 C‘ﬂg\ {'ools

- Dvi||

- DremMel

Abore: setling up Rosy for her

death scene

Le(:‘\' Latex {esh ey(Perimen‘\'s




Freat HurcHY | build
s ‘H\lé bad bo Co\f ano‘Hﬂ——
ev class |a ?t}ca\r and
the (lm | made with it
- wWas Jevy, shovt and didn't
make a |ot of sense, but
| bl liked itV wanted to
include the fesh chuvech
in M%*hCSIS Olm as wel|
since | 9?6»’\"’ 2o much
Yime makina it and i¥s sick
as hel[. Ungorj(ur\a%elgj had
to ol it up befove every.
6"101( so lf looked \A\C'\'

Most of the eyes in it are movable,
bu{' r\o‘\' a” o(r\ %)CM Some o"‘ 9{'uc\¢
when | attached them with lal(cﬁ ) would
move the eyes with one of my_cla
Yools in between shots. <ho i
to ovosco [ov Pumxz{‘mg the choveh/
The Posn{ﬂon he had Yo be in did not
loo\c com?ov{'ﬂblc a‘l( all bu{' hc c{ld V\O’\'

coMler\.




S 6 FAIR

op left: at the Brass “ap Posj(—
é‘\‘lc\ﬁ n H\C Di\r‘i'

Middle and bo‘H’om: Buckin' Bash
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,cﬂ': Lava's Secret Santa 5@( 2 me

Righl(: At of Posy by Posy (s
ama{éing Joice ac{'o\r Cou\r{'neg)./!!!

Lel}: Beetle as a

: knigh‘\' in e thesis

P\rolo vell! (Thc%
ave in the bo‘H‘om

' Vi H’ covney. Also

M3+ from Yiki'e

- [m is thevel)




Top vight: Yiki's art of Beetle//

-~ Beetle, Rosy, and Jommy Brommy in
‘ d\raﬁ, by Avin (who did my, cvedite!)




AT IHE AR

Jonas De||-Bosak is a fransmasculine cjende\rctuecr artist who wasn't suve
whether ov not this Pa\rj( was suPPosed o be written in the thivd pevreon or
not. “They. ke bedy hovvor and oveos and cate. Theiv {wovite authovs ave
Wi”ip Y. Dick, octavia Butlev, Ursula Le Guin, and Je(l VandevMeer. “They_ have
watched \rouzjhlgﬂ (e hundevd movies. Below is a Phol(o of them busjfing a Mmove.
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